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Containing {ohie'Refle4ions,'on'a Diſcourſe; ' called, Good Advice to the. 


Church of Engla)}?,&c.- and\upon' three Letters from a:Gentiemaniin the Country to. 
SY R, 


his-Friend in Londofn, abour\the\Repralofihe. Penaltaws and Tefts..\...... 
Have at laft-pratured __ ofthe Book ſtled dorproceedb. Srovitiagolt Shouldinot: atittle conc 
Good Advice 40 the! Church of | Englahd';s/Ruman © i tribute 10; mugmentourjealouſic:, that they who ' 
Catholick and. Procefiant Diſſenter ; 'and cof the 2:without beg falſeito their Religious Teners; cate 
three Letters from. a Gentleman in 1he. :{{nor join troafſiftiPros -,incaſethe Papiftsshoutd 
bis Eriend in London; which as theyare\writtem: mer ma mper our ' throats ;\ or endeavourto ins 
by one and the ſame perſon , ſo.he endeavouresin' /poſe their Religion upon the Nation by: Military 
all of them tomnake it:appear to be the Dmy,/Prin-',/ force z Should-of all men ſtudy to overthrow that 
ciples, and Intereſt of the Parties mentioned7to///;Security which!we have by the Teft Laws , whoſe 
*b the Penal Lawyand Tefts. Now tho! Pmiday=1> whole tendency 'is : only to prevent the Ts 
ly in expeQation of ſeeing ſuch an Anſwervre- trom getting into' 2 condition to extirpate our: 
turned tothoſe Papers, as will both give the Au- Religion; and us. Is it not enough , that' 
cn otherway's imploy'd - they have-rob'd the Kingdom of the Aid of ſo-mu- .. 
d make the Court Fa-7:.oy as they have leavened with their 
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Dte it the forefaid Papers, of de= 
1n | Fences againſt Popery, and of 
' letting the Papiſts* into the Legiſlative and whole 
tive Power of the Government, gives the yet) 
world toe-much ground to ſuſpe& out of whoſe 4 
mint and forge writings ofthis ſtawmp'and mettle -nv 


4 
whis 


—— - 


. "2 _— 
%, . - 5 
y ll ” 
% ; - 
: ” © k. 
: *[(? | 
: ad 
i : 
. bl 


"i 


Fri Tygedh rs "» Py __ | 
21k TILT OES, FLECE rec STEP COS ITT 
” " FP a. » A A + * > + +4 
$4 2% DALCIA CAC | | IT: © _ 
F'> 5.2 ETECLA CLASLE BIT (7151214 Sg $004 if 


! *x \.& $5 3,988 07.4 | , | we” - _—_— 
L -— 5h "= 3 P,.- * 4. -» CLAGT SLOLTH, > a —_— = $7 68 
"ou - 11 a. l : 
» - ” -_ 


e J : 4 wy . 4 PROS 
: ; : »*- 2400 '* bas 
PY e 


-—  » 
: -*-- "I ' "6. | 
” " 


, ff y 
_— — ——_— - Py — a - - ” hay "- 


, iD YD9 
themſelves too eaſily either to his Magiſtetial Di- 
Qtates upon the one hand , or to his ſmooth Flatte- 
rics upon the other. He muſt have either laid' a 
mighty merit upon the two Royal Brothers of both 
whoſe Religion we are at laſt convinced, or he 
mult have come under Obligations; of*doing them 
very conſiderable ſervice in reference to that which 
they were moſt fond of coinpa ing; otherway's 
we have littte cauſe to think//''that*he' would have 
been ſingled out from allthe teſt of the Kingdoms 


to be ied the pbjeXt of ſo ſpecial fayouriand offb 
eminent 1ihera Forthe Witte hr'beadebr 
owing to. iy atHEet' SHU PMA IP 3H PIyertho} 
ruſt be'e 7 wea ! eticeiverthers was 


rio othermotive to the! fortmentioned Donations 
fare Honor' and Juſtice in thetwo' Royal Brothets 
for having it diſcharged, Seeing'many of the no- 
bleſt- Families in England, who had ſpent theit 
Blood, and waſted their Eſtates in fighting tor the 
Crown, while Sr. William Pen was all along in- 

adged againſt it, were not only'left without all 
Fin of Compenſation, for what they had emi- 
nently ated, and as eminently ſuffered” in behalf 
of the Monarchy, but could nevyergit tobe reim- 
burſed one farthing of the vaſt Summs , which 
they had lent the late King and his Father upon 
the Security of the Royal Faith. 'Secondly Mr. Pt 
bath too far deteQed himfſelf' in thefe; very Dif- 
courſes; not to give us ground to faſpectwhat they 
arCChkulated for, andwhereunts'theyare ſubſer= 


vient, Por beſides hisjultifyitigtheKirigs tarni 
4 many Gentlemen ke tare of! _ 


- . uponthat. account... And. ag. we havebag. occaſion 
toknoaw too 1s Tempperaod Yes 

— pligltyt cw froar 
he elicgms his Intereſt ;. 19, we needne. other CYL 
dence;what- 1t amounts le: 6 2 than th 


ſecing ſo many diſplaced from allshaxe in the ad» 
minultration , whole Quality gives: Nr i Right, 
- and their Abilities a fitneſs forthe. chietelt and moſt 
honorable. Truſts z and whom as, the, King, by 
ealon of their ſeryices to himſelf as well as the 
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Crowns can not lay aſide without the higheſt in- 
gratitude; ſo their known Loyalty to his perſon, 
and zeal for the Francuge of the Mongreby is ſuch, 
thatnothing could take them. oft from concurring 
inhis Councels, and promoting his Deſfignes , but 
the' conviction they, are under, of their tendency 
to the ſubverſion of Religion, and the altering of 
the Legal Government. | 

' And: as:we have reaſonto ſuſpe& what the fore- 
ſaid Papers are intended to promote , both upon the 
account -of the Author's, being Rueker », and becauſe 
not-oniiy3ot the, many. Qbligations he is under to 
his Maze, but his being, {o, inticely in, hys In- 
tereſt, vas\appears.by:bisiinfluencc. into. Councils, 
the great firoke be hath ta.all Aﬀeairs, and trom 
his-being»ohe of the Kings principal Confidents; 
ſo-upon-looking into thoſe Diſcourſes , we find 
ſeveral-things obtruded onus. for truth, and pro- 
poſed in order to wheedle and inſnare us into an 
abrogation of the Laws enacted for our ſecurity, 
which to every ones knowledg are fo. palpably 
falſe, that we have all the ground that. may be, 
both+to queſtion andſuſpect his fincerity , and to 
conclude that his Maſters do not purpoſe to con- 
fine themſelves within the, bounds that he is plea- 
ſed to chalk: out tor them z+and which he under- 
takes they Shall be contented with for their allot- 
ment, - For what can be $w From, Ah 
than thatthe Teſt Laws were defigned 46.4 Preamble to 
the Bill of Boalwſln, COLE it Lever firſt) 
and thatihey are contrivedito be Duke of York, 
f phefraus (25 he expredmculi ti, ©. x3. of bis Good 
Advies &&.) Fhenit.is mo FO thgt $.006To 
in.73,, Was made long before thete were, or could 
be any thoughts of it » and was enacted by a Pare 
liament againſt whoſe Lo alty there can be no.ex- 
ception; ſo their was a claule inthe Iaſt Teft Ac, 
by which it was provided that he Should not be 
obliged to take it. Again what can be more re- 
pugnant to experience, than that #he King only de « 
fires taſe for thoſe of bis Religion, (Good Adv. p. 44.) 
and that the Pgpiſts deſire no more than a Toleration, 
and are willing upon #hoſe Terms to make a perpetual 

eace with the C we England, (Good Advice p. 17.) 

or do, we not dayly fee Prateſtants turned out of 
all Places of Truſt, Authority and Command ; 
and Papiſts advanced into all Offices Military and 
Civil? ,Could the King have been contented with 


* a Non-execution, of the Laws againſt thoſe of his 
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the Domination, and that we mui be Very wile 
ling tobe deceived, if we either credit Mr. Pm 
or luffer our ſelves to be influenced by him , atter 
his Fenotdrns, upon us for truths, matters which 
our very ſenſes inable us to refute. It may juſtly 
make us queſtion his ſincerity , and beget a ſuſpi- 
tion in all thinking people,of the ſiniſtruous deſign 
theſe Papers are adapted unto, when we find him 
endeavouring to cajole the Nation to an abroga- 
tion of the Laws, by which our Religion and fate- 
pl are ſecured, by telling us that the Kings 4vord#s 


onph' for 7 an rely Ts they were gone y' (Good 
_ 9.) $i uldie ly pi oper raperr 
for Rodd tte, if __ nut 'fcck 4 maaph and 
more urity v6 hit Friends (Lotervhird v2) 


and that if they Wed aboliched, is belotd the Glory 
of our King , to uſe way's ſo unlike the reft of bis open 
aud generous principles » « to endeavour to * a Pare 
liament afterwards returned » that is not duly choſen 
(Letter ſecond p, 15.) and that be is a Prince of that 
Honoy , - Conſcience, and generous nature, as not by inva« 
ding the Rights 'of the Church of England » to become 

uilty of an injuflice and irreligion, hehbath PR fo 
EG ed earneſtly ſpoken againſt (Letter ſecond 1) 
He muſt needs take us to be ſtrangely _ ed 
with the whole Tenor of the SA g A ing . in 
England as well as in Scotland and Ireland , od to 
be-perſons of very weak underſtandings, and -of 
an eafie belief, if he think we are to be impoſed 


(3) 
they aid, and to Refoſutions of promoting al! 
Chriſtian, Liberty, tor the time to ,come. Aud 
Shoulditherc beany pecvish and ill natur'd Eccle- 
fiaſticks,, ,wbo, upon a,.turn of Afﬀairs would be 
ed! to,rcallume their former principles, and pur- 
lue their, onteg courſe; we may be. ſecure a- 
gainſt all fear Face being ſuccesful. in it ,, not 
only: EEE 6 he more 
learned. both of BE 


Cakens Ms wo Kip +7 be. nexc 
[6 3/6 ully Þ Ich ba 
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Can lence 

bo by 7 | we proviien can i (tk = Prank how 
Bevin it ought-to, be to. all Proteſlanis that 
While Mr. Pen expreſleth ſo much charity fur the 
Papifis , he'entertaineth 1o little for the Church of 
England. - He would perfwade us, that if the Pe-: 
and Teft Laws. were abrogated, the Papiſts. 
would be-io far afterward from ſceking toShake 
the Conſtitation of the Church of England, or 
from breaking- in upon. the Liberty that- is now. 
wouchſaved untoDiſſenters,or from endeavouring 
to make their Religion national ; that they would 
not onlyibe: contented with a bare Toleration, but 
that upon, their enjoyment of eaſe by Law , they 
turn good Countrymen, and come intothe Intereft of 


upon;;zand dee ecoy/d by ſirch Topicks as theſezto abo- #he Kingdom (Litter firſt.) Whereas at.the-fame 
lis cont be 5! thiafter what we haveſcenand. time he would! have ys; believe » that. all the Pro 
felt contradi iok#, and incons þ gone, pet in theGomumu nion of the Church 
fiftent w1 le beaw! lofty Gh erciſ) ng moderationin time to 
Faſtned ur poli his / We chould li ot Enylndfo are but the 1 Be their fear ; that their 
to mean nothing but well and honeftly t; wel Promiſes a0 Wt't are Wdt'to 00d Adv.p. 4.) ahi 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, in what he ſocarne ly fol» that the Dj ae ber for Fools', Shi 


liciteth the Church of England and the Diſſenters 
inthe forementioned Papers to concurr and con- 
ſent unto. 

I do acknowledg, that what he hath faid about 
Liberty dueto men in matters of meer Religion, 
and by way of rebuke unto, and refleftion upou 
the Wiſtom and Juſtice of thoſe that either are or 
have been tor perſecution is ve ry ſtrong and con- 
vincing ; but I muſt withall add that 8 1s all 'at 
this time very needleſs and impertinent. For the 
Church of England. is ſo ſenſible of the iniquity as 
well as folly of that method', that" there 1s s 

und to fulpe ip She will ever be melts it. 
the fire. *whom'no Argumetits cou 
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were in that miſc ous and 
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it to. them as their. proach. and race, an 

by ſeek ho to improve the reſent! ments” f thi ole. on 
who ha ﬀfere ih: enal Laws on be 0! me an 
united'pa j with Pork for thets " RieVerſbi e 


hath brough t them at once to be acham'd, ot what, am loath to thi 


they be ſati8fied Wh He Ie S afſurance',” than' th 
—_— the Penal and Neſt Laws, (ibid. 

Tis COORm not only to excite our jealou Y, ok 
to ſtirr upſeverer paſſions, to be told at a ſeaſon 
when we know what the Catholicks are doing in 
France , and in moſt otherplaces where they have 
any power , that the Papifts through having burns 
their fingers with ft proved may be grown ſo wiſe” as 
to do ſo no more; and yet to have it Slerte i ME 
ſame Page that they who can be prevailed tt 
to believe , that the Church of England is 
what She hath done, and jVat She will not bt gutthy* of 
r fuch a thing 4eain, have little arr to varrel at the 
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112ious principles, than as his avowed profeſſion * 
dilcovers him ; yet theſe and diverſe":paſlages 
more of that kind , together with the acceflion he . 
muſt neceſſarily have had to the apprehenfion and 
impriſonment of Mr. Gray, &c. tor abandoning, 
the Benedifline Order ; are things 1 cati neither recon- 
cile to:the title he aſſumes, nor to his'matny Dif-- 
courſes. for Repealing the Teft Laws. And to ſpeak 
freely conſidering the Nature' of our Laws againſt 
Papiſts, and that it was theit-manifold Preafons,. ; 
and. only, our care to preferye ourſelves, that |; 
both. gave the firſt riſe unto theny;] and! has nes », 


cefl} cit continaance I know netherhoy ++ 
to oe ow Mio Pat CG 2h, 
p- Mt "Fae th PrivicifpÞe W470 rite Thurob of \Em«:i 
gland afts by, juflifies the King +f2Fravics an# the Inquift+- 
$ionz nor that other ( Letitr firf) ofibeveibiving ber 
eight times more Laws madt for ruining men for their 
Conſcience, ſince the Church of England came tobe the” 
National Eftablishment , than were all thetime that Pope: 
7y was inthe Chair. Nor can' this be' deſigned to any 
other End , but the giving the Church of Rome the 
commendation of Mercy and Moderation aboye 
a Proteſtant Church. For as*'tis cettain', that the one 
Law of burning and extirpating Hereticks, was a 
thouſand told worſe , and hath produced-'infinitely 
more Sanguinary effects, than all the Laws and 
Rigours that the Church of England: carbe charged 
with ; ſothereis nothing can be' falſer than that 
either her Principle , or ptaQtice, do parralell or 
Juſtify, the .barbarous ang 'brutal' ſevevnics of the 
Eraeb King, and the Ingutfition,” 11115100 1 TJ 
orenvemwere all Proteflants agreed that-Li- 
berty in meer matters:of ;zReligion-$hould be imy 
mediately granted»in-a Tx&gal way;znyct I do not 
ſee how the Papiſts Should-pretend toany benefir 
by it, or beable to lay a-juit claimtoa,share in its 
So that the foundation which Mr, Pen, goes upon, 
of mens having a Right to be indulged an matters 
of Religion, 1s too narrow to fapporr the ſtru- 
Eture he raiſeth upon it. For tho? there may be 
ſomethings retained in Popery., which may be 
called matters of Religion ; -yet-in, the, bulk and 
complex of it, it is a Conjuration againft all Rehi- 
Sion , anda Conſpiracy againſt 'the Peace of So- 
cities, -and the Rights of Mankind. *T'is one of 
the 'Crimes as well as Miſeries, of. this Age , that 
out of 'a dread. of ſome ,-and-in;complacence to 
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ſelyes Vito; and be Ieceptable with the world, 

eak of them in a ſofter ſtile, Now if either 

laſphemies againſt God, or T'yrannies over men; 
if either the defacing the Ideas of a Deity, or cor- 
rupting the Principles of vertu, and moral Ho- 
neſty ;/if either the ſubverting the foundations of 
natural Religion , or the overthrowing the moſt 


eſfential Articles of the Chriſtian Faith ; if either 
the-moſt avowed and' bold afftonits 'offred to hea- 
;ven;5Or|the. bloodieſt. and moſt brutal outrages 


executed againſt the beſt, of; men ; if all, theſe be * 
ficient is , preclude ;a.p: rt Fon We DEnene of”? 
bert people in {6us matters, 1 am 
{ENTONRA 2 hn .to ct eng je y xehalf of | 
the. Papi q; nor cauſe.to.chmplain, if it be de 
them.'! Cati there be any: thing more unreaſonable, 
than:thati they Should claim a Toleration 1n a Pro- 
teflant Srate;; whoſe Principles not only allow , but 
oblige them to deſtroy us ,.as; ſooh as their power 
inables them'to do gh Is rn pr reds -- be 
Popes Supremacy , and his having a Right to Depoſe 
Kings ; and abfblye Subjects from theit Allegiance, 
together with that of breaking Faith 'to Hereticks, 
and the extirpating all thoſe who- cannot beheve 
as the Church of Rome doth, mighty inducements 
to thofke. whom they: have baptized with that 
name; and to whom they long to exerciſe that 
cqurteſie, . for the Repealing of the Penal and Teſt 
Laws againſt Papiſfts ? Nor ace theſe Principles 
falſely charged upon them, but theyare'the Ora- 
cular Demiſions of their, £56 ral” Cormncils and 
Popes, Whom: they ſtile In All e, Sq that Mr. 
Per*s Dvok; aud Levers, Which ſeem to ayC'been 
written notl6, much in favour of Difſenthig Poe 
teftanis, , as of. Roman Catholicks , can litfle 'adyan- 
tage the. latter, even allowing the Prineiple 
which he goes upon, and admitting alt he' hath 
ſaid for mens Right to Liberty in meer matters of 
Religion, to be unanſwerable. And his telling 
us (Good Adv, p. 42.) that Violence and Tyranny are 
not natural conſequences of Popery , do's only diſcover 
his. kindneſs to Rome, and the little Friendship 
and care he hath for the Projeſtant Intereſt. ' For 
we know both the Principles of their Religion 
too well, and have at all times experienced , and 
do at this day feel the effe&s ofthemtooſenfibly, 
to, be deluded by this kind of Sopnur'y; and im- 


poſed upon by ſo palpable a Falſehood), to aban- 
Others, we: have avoided repreſenting, Popery in .,.don the means of our ſafety. © Whereſhever any 


properly dne-into it; But] always thought, ... whom theft” 
that "ig beter: Faite rn, Fo br , the Truriebry We eirher Þ | 

in our duty ro/God -and/tfigelity-to'the Interclt of | Realons eh 1,48 tnrght'h 
Jeſus Chriſt,” andthe ſafe6y-of 'mankigd,. Nor do', ference. to all thoſe Stat 
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1 doubt” bur that they will-be- borer; approved in,., which he mentions, or becauſe there are ſome 
the Krem day of account, who Character Perſons, , Princes Of t e Roman Communion, 11” 'whomthe 
Nottrines./.and Practices as-the Scripture doth,, Dictites.of Humane Nature are more preyalent 


But 


than they , who that they may accomodaterhem- thi thoſe of their Religion.” ** © * 


( 

But Should the gentle Temper ot tne English. Ne 

tion, ſway them beyond the tric obligations' ot 

duty , and make er willingto Repeal the Penal 

' Laws — Papiſts 3, yet. to do it in their/preſent. 
Circum t ſu 

were the. 


2th C ot forboter> 


glONny } 
me #4 liberty. till ithad been fe giver th 
= more ts # Ob) pd of Tony Graecy: 


but.tobelto andachance of Ra they- have Prone: 


kb | Laws Aheibk Foweors 


Fer m_ 
ble 3 wit px ng 
Command , an 

our Churches, 
ſty might have 


Browns 
RE offices: "of 7 


ch upotr the generoſity. 
& candor of a of Protcttants y' but their /au- 


dacious wretting att power into their hands, and. 
their laying afide all thoſe that have cither'any zeal. 
for our Civit Rights or forthe Proteſtant- Religion, 
is enough to kindle our further indignation, in Read. 
of influencing us to th $ of moderation &-leni- 
ty. And Should. we once begin to-canee} our Laws; 
Tea thi: meaſuteEand pxoportion z3thatthep-: 


ps Fug mh pon 0 thegitnode- 


break, {pr 4 noma cantell - 
where th are ; andihey will-berſureto | 
an peg 
andre. bio Fry CE OE 


and Treansabrogated the Laws a ur MT POPSY 

they will nota le ile” thei. 
{elyes roche Gikie Met ine Ss amine theubd- 
lition of all the priotfe for Proteſtancy.* 15 butfor 
the King todeclare',” that he will hayeall his'Sub- 


je&s to be of his own Religion; and then by the Lo- * 
gick of the late Cant which he uſed in his Speech to 


the Council at Windſor,that they tho are not for bim are 


ha conjuncture as this, ith 
| lathe world, and a beq'indy)genceto-thoſe;of 


-and that' ore als ; =» maumcyribathe aca 


+ and'would mightily; provaile upon all of 
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" "ER. 133701425 an Oracle of Revelation,” that. 
with'wharnnaſure-any 40 meve, unto others » it shall be. 
meaſntgd 16#hemagain ; and_ that whatſoever any would 
that werhoultLdoto them, they sheuld as ſot0 us. Would 
rok: eranyer] 6 þ $a : Catholick Rulers to 15 
Yelgion | it woul | 
cerely in t | 
or..matters of Relt 1 
Fks Re 
[Repeal ſuch ſtatues asare' | \ 
t while they continue arid 


Ts us in all places!» \ 
Bos 


ainſt; Penal/ Laws, 


formed Communion)to 
EnaQted ho in 
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expe 


AY 

rates, "ang qu 4 
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LETT E R 


Refleions, on a Diſcourſe, called Good Advice to the * 


Church of . England, &c. and upon three Letters from a Gentleman in the Country to 


Have at laſt procured a ſight ofthe Book (tiled 
Good Advice to the Church of England , Roman 
Catholick and Proteſtant Diſſenter ; and of the 
three Letters from a Gentleman in the Countrey to 
his Friend in London; which as they arc written 
by one and the ſame perſon , ſo he endeavoures in 
all of them to make it appear to be the Duty, Prin- 
ciples, and Intereſt of the Partics inentioned , to 

oluh the Penal Laws and Tefts. Now tho' I'm day- 
ly in expeQation of ſeeing ſuch an Anſwer re- 
turned to thoſe Papers, as will both give the Au- 
thar cauſe to wish he had been otherway's 1mploy'd 
when he wrote them, and make the Court Fa- 
Etion asham'd of the Elogies they have beaptupon 
him for his ſervice; yet it may not be amiſs in the 
mean time, to Shew in a very few pages that 'tis 
not any conſiderable frength in thoſe Diſcourſes, 
which-hath given them a Refitarion » but the In- 
tereſt of ſome to have every thing accounted un- 
anſwerable that is published in favour of their De- 
ſignes, and the folly and weakneſs of others, 
which makes them believe that to be nervous, in 
whoſe ſucceſs they imagine their caſe to þe wrapt 
up and 1nyolved. 

I think itis univerſally acknowledged, and Pm 
ſure it can be demonſtratively proved , that they 
are written by a pt, and this ought to render 
us jealous both of the motives influencing unto itz 
and of the end to which they are deſigned to be 
ſubſervient, For firft, the affinity of ſeveral of 
the Religions Principles of that Party, with ſome of 
the material Dofrines of the Romsh Church , may 
notwithſtanding the Charity which we retain to- 
wards the bulk ofthem, make us juſtly apprehen- 
five, that one. or more of their Leaders are inti- 
rely inthe Intereſt of the Church of Rome. For as 
the Popish Emiffaries know how to -put them- 
ſelves intoall shapes, for the increaſing and height- 
ning diviſions among Proteſtants, and tor the expo- 
fling as well as ſupplanting -of our.Religion; ſo the 
delign promoted in the forcſaid Papers, of dee 


'his Friend in London, about the Repeal of the Penal Laws and Teſts. 


de proceed. Secondly, It should not a little con- 
tribute to auginent our Jcalouiie , that they who 
without being falſe to their Religious Teners, can 
not join to afliſt Proteſtants , in caſe the Papiſfis should 
attempt to cut our Throats, or endeavour to im- 
poſe their Religion upon the Nation by Military 
force; should of all men ſtudy tooverthrow that 
Security which we have by the Teft Laws, whoſe 
whole tendency 1s only to prevent the Papiſtsy 
from getting into a condition to cxtirpate our 
Religion, and deſtroy us. Is it not enough, that 
they have rob'd the Kingdom of the Aid of ſo ma- 
ny as they have leavened with their .Do&trine, in 
caſe the King upon deſpairing to eſtablish Popery 
by a Parliaments, Should imploy his Fanizaries to 
compel us to receive it, and Should ſet upon the. -* 
converting Proteſtants in England,in the way that the . 
French Monarch hath converted the Hugenots; but 
that over and above this, they should be doing all 
theycan, todeprive us of all the Legal Securityy 
whereby we may be preſerved from the Power of 
the Papiſts? Surely *twere not Charity and good 
Nature, but ſtupidity and folly , not to ſuſpect the 
tendency of ſuch a deſign, when we find it pur- 
ſued and carried on by a perſon that ſtiles himſelf a 
Quaker. 

But then when beſides this we find that cis My. 
WVilliam Pen, who is the Author of thoſe Papers, 
and the great Inſtrument in advancing this proje- 
Ction, we have the more cauſe to ſuſpe& ſome fi. 
niſtruous thing at the bottom of it. For firſt, heis 
under thoſe Obligations-to His Majeſty , which 
as they may put a biaz upon his Underſtanding, ſo 
they afford ground enough to Proteſtants to look 
upon him no otherway's than as one Retained a«- 

ainſt them. *T'was through his preſent Majeſties 
nterceflion with the late King , that he obtained 
the Proprietorsbip of Penſilvania, and from his Boun« 
ty that he had the Propriety of three whole Counties 
bordering upon it ſuperadded thereunto. And as 


this can not be but a ſtrong Obligation upon fo 
reateful perſon as Mr. Pen, why he Should ef- 
eQually 1erve the King, and make his will in a 
very. greatdegree the meaſure of his actings; ſo 
wedccment to others to be the 
FEZIOUsS Of all be ſay's, and-not to ſurrender 
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themſetves too eaſily either to his Magiſterial Di- 
Qates upon the one hand , or to his ſmooth Flattv- 
ries upon the other. He muſt have either laid a 
mighty merit upon the two Royal Brothers of both 
whoſe Religion we are at lalt convinced, or he 
muſt have come under Obligations , of doing them 
%ecry conſiderable ſervice in reference to that which 
thcy were moſt fond of compaſling ; otherway's 
we have little cauſe to think , that he would have 
been ſingled out from allthe reſt of the Kingdom) 
to be made the obje& of ſo ſpecial favour and of fo 
eminent liberality. For tho' there might be adebt 
owing to his Father Sr. William Pen, yet they 
muſt be extreamly weak who conceive there was 
no other motive to the forementioned Donation, 
ſave Honor and Juſtice in the rwo Royal Brothers 
for having it diſcharged, Secing many of the no- 
bleſt Families in England, who had ſpent their 
Blood, and waſted their Eſtates in fighting tor the 
Crown, while Sr. William Pen was all along in- 
gadged againſt it, were not only left without all 
kind of Compenſation, for what they had cmi- 
nently: ated, and as eminently ſuttered in behalf 
of the Monarchy, but could never get to be reim- 
burſed one farthing of the vaſt Summs , which 
they had lent the late King and his Father upon 
the Security of the Royal Faith. Secondly, Mr. Pen 
hath too far detected himſelf in thele very Diſ- 
courſes , not to give us ground to ſuſpect what they 
are calculated for, and whereunto they are ſubſer- 
vient, For beſides his juſtifying the Kings turning 
{o many Gentlemen of the Church of England our 
of all Office and Imploy, by ſaying, they are not 
fit to b: srufted who are out of the Kings Intereſt; he fur- 
ther tells us , that the King beivg mortal, it is not good 
ſenſe , that he should leave the power in thoſe bands , that 
to by face shew their averſion to the Friends of by Com- 
munion. ( Letter firft)- For as this implies no leſs, 
than that they oughf to have the whole Legal and 
Military Power of the three Kingdoms put into their 
hands, that they may be in a condition to preclude 
the right Heir from Succeſſion to the Crown, or 
preſcribe ſich Laws to Her as they pleaſe, in caſe 
they Should think fit to admit Her ; ſoa very ſmall 
meaſure of Underſtanditig » will ſerve to inſtruct 


| us, what the Papiſts eſteem to be an averſion to them, 


and in what manner » had they the power in their 
hands, they think themſelves obliged to treat us 
upon that account. And as we have had occalion 
to know too much of his Majeflies Temper and De- 
fign, as well as to wboſe Guidance he hath im- 
plicitely reſigned himſelf, not to be ſenſible what 
he eſteems his Intereſt; ſo we need no other evi- 
dence what it amounts unto #0 be in it, than the 
eng to many diſplaced from all share in the ads 
miniltration , whoſe Quality gives them a Right, 
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Crown, can not lay aſide without the higheſt in- 
gratitude; ſo their known Loyalty to his perſon, 
and zcal for the | noe of the Monarchy 1s ſuch, 
that nothing could take them off from concurring 
in his Councels, and promoting his Deſignes , but 
the conviction they are under, of their tendency 
to the ſubverſion of Religion, and the altering ot 
the Legal Government. 

And as we havereaſon to ſuſpeCtt what the fore- 
ſaid Papers are intended to promote , both upon the 
account of the Author's being Quaker , and becauſe 
not only of the many Obligations he is under to 
His Majeſty , but his bcing ſo intirely in. his In- 
tereſt, as appears by his influencc into Councils, 
the great ſtroke he hath in all Afﬀairs, and from 
his being one of the Kings principal Confidents ; 
ſo upon looking into thoſe Diſcourſes , we find 
ſeveral things obtruded on us for truth, and pro- 
poſed in order to whceedle and inſnare us into an 
abrogation ot the Laws enacted for our ſecurity, 
which to every ones knowledg are ſo palpably 
falſe, that we have all the ground that may be, 
both toqueſtion and ſuſpect his ſincerity , and to 
conclude that his Maſters do not purpoſe to con- 
fine themſelves within the bounds that he is plea- 
{cd to chalk out tor them; and which he under- 
takes they Shall be contented with for their allot- 
ment. For what can be remoter from Truth ?- 
than that the Teft Laws were defigned as a Preamble te. 
the Bill of Excluſion, (as he-phralſes it Letter firſt ) 
and that they were contrived to exclude the Duke of York 
from the Crown , (as he expreſleth it P: 15. of his Good 
Advice, &c.) when it is molt certain that as the Teft 
in7z, was made long betore there were, or could 
be any thoughts of it » and was enaCted by a Pay= 
liament again{t whole Loyalty there can be no ex- 
ception; ſo their was a clauſe 1n the laſt Tet Ac, 
by which it was provided that he Should not be 
obliged to take it. Again what can be more re. 
pugnant to experience, than that #he King only de « 
fires eaſe for thoſe of his Religion, (Good Ady. P- 44.) 
and that the Papiſts defire no more than a Toleration 
and are willing upon thoſe Terms to make a perpetual 
peace with the Church of England, (Good Advice p. 7.) 
For do we not dayly ſee Proteſtants turned out of 
all Places of Truſt, Authority and Command : 
and Papilts advanced into all Offices: Military and 
Civil? Could the King have been contented with 
a Non-execution of the Laws againſt thoſe of his 
Communion , and could they have been ſatisfied 
with itch an Indulgence, and have modeſtly jm. 
proved it? *Tis not improbable but that ſich a be- 
haviour, would. have 10 far prevailed upon the 
ingenuity and good nature of the generality of 
Proteſtants, that without Ee Te Hove been 
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the Domination, and that we muſt be very wil- 
ling tobe deceived, if we either credit ivIr. Pen 
or lutfer our ſelves to be influenced by him, atter 
his obtruding upon us for truths, matters which 
our very ſenſes inable us to refute. It may Jultly 
make us queſtion his ſincerity , and beget a ſuſpi- 
tion in all thinking people,of the ſiniſtruous deſign 
theſe Papers arc adapted unto, when we find him 
endeavouring.to cajole the Nation to an abroga- 
tion of the Laws, by which our Religion and ſate- 
ty are ſecured , by telling us that the Kings word # 
enough for ws to rely upon it they were gone , (Good 
Adv. p. 49.) and that he could eaſily pack a Parliament 
for Repealing them, if he did not ſeek, a more laſting and 
more agreeable ſecurity to his Friends ,( Letter third p.12.) 
and that if they were abolished, %is below the Glory 
of our King, to uſe way's ſo unlike the reſt of his open 
aud generous principles » 4s to endeavour to get a Par- 
liament afterwards returned , that is not duly choſen 
(Letter ſecond p, 15-) and that he is a Prince of that 
Honor , Conſcience, and generous nature, as not by inva=- 
ding the Rights of the Church of England , to become 
uilty of an injuſtice and irreligion , he hath ſo often , fo 
Thom; and earneſtly ſpoken againſt ( Letter ſecond p. 11) 
He muſt needs take us to be {trangely unacquainted 
with the whole Tcnor of the Kyng Actings in 
England as well as in Scotland and Ireland, and to 
be perſons of very weak-underſtandings, and of 
an eafie bclief, if he think we are to be 1mpoſed 
upon, and decoy'd by ſuch Topicks as theſezto abo- 
lish the Teſts; or that after what we have ſeenand 
felt contradictory to thoſe Panegyricks » and incon- 
ſiſtent with thoſe beautiful and lofty Characters 
faitned upon his Majeſty,we should beheve Mr Pen 
to mean nothing but well and honeltly towards 
the Proteſtant Intereſt , in what he ſo carnelſtly ſol- 
liciteth rhe Church of England and the Diſſenters 
inthe forementioned Papers to concurr and con- 
{ent unto. | 
| do acknow'edg, that what he hath ſaid about 
Liberty due to men in matters of meer Religion, 
and by way of rebuke unto , and reflection upou 
the Wiſdom and Jultice of thoſe that either are or 
have been tor perſecution » is very ſtrong and con- 
. vincing ; but I muſt withall add that it 1s all at 
this time very needleſs and impertinent. For the 
Church of England is ſo ſenſible of the. iniquity as 
well as folly of that method”, that there 1s no 
ground to ſuſpe& She willever be guilty of it for 
the future. They whom no Arguments could 
heretofore convert , the Court (whoſe Tools they 
were in that miſchievous and Unchriſtian work, 
and by whom they were inſtigated to all the feve- 
rities which they are now blamed tor) by objecting 
if to them as their Reproach and diſgrace, and 
by ſeekin mprove the reſentments of thoſe 
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they did, and to Reſolutions of promoting all 
Chriſtian Liberty for the time to come. And 
Should there be any peevish and ill naturd Eccle- 
fiaſticks, who upon a turn of Afairs would be 
ready to reaſſume their former principles, and put- 
ſue their wonted courſe; we may be ſecure a- 
gain(t all fear of their being ſuccesful in it, not 
only by finding the majority as well as the more 
learned both of the dignified and inferior Clergy, 
unchangeably fixed and determined againlt it, but 
by having the whole Nobility and Gentry, aud 
thoſe Noble Princes whoſe Right it will be nexc 
to aſcend the Throne, fully poſſeſſed with all! 
the generous and Chriſtian purpoſes we can de. 
ſire, of making proviſion for Liberty of Conſcience 
by a Law. Nor can I forebear to ſubjoin how 
{urprizing it ought to be to all Proteſtants, that 
while Mit. Pen expreſleth ſo much charity for the 
Papiſts, he entertaineth ſo little for the Church of 
England. He would perſwade us, that if the Pe- 
nal and Teſt Laws were abfogated, the Papiſts 
would be 1o far afterward from ſeeking to shake 
the Conſtitution of the Church of England, or 
from breaking in upon the Liberty that is now 
wouchſaved untoDiſlſenters,or from endeavouring 
to make their Religion national ; that they would 
not only be contented with a bare Toleration , but 
that upon their enjoyment of eaſe by Law , they 
would turn good Countrymen, and come inte the Intereſt o; 
the Kingdom, (Lttter firſt.) Whereas at the ſame 
time he would have us believe, that all the Pro- 
teltations of thole in the Communion of the Church 
ot England for <xerciling moderation in time to 
come, are but the Language of their fear; that their 
Promiſes are not to be truſted ; (Good Adv.p. 54.) and 
that the Diſſenters deſerve tobe bepped for Fools, Should 
they be ſatisfied with any leſs aſſurance, than the 
abolition of the Pena! and Teft Laws, (ibid. p. 55.) 
*Tis enough not only to excite our jealouſy, but 
to {tirrup ſeverer paſlions, to be told at a ſeaſon 
when we know what the Catholicks are doing in 
Feance , and in moſt other places where they have 
any power ,” that the Papiſts through having burns 
their fingers with perſecution , may be grown ſo wiſe as 
to do ſo no more; and yet to have it aflerted in the 
ſame Page, that they who can be prevailed upon 
to believe y that the Church of England is ſorry ſor 
whas She hath done , and that She will not be guilty of 
ſuch a thing again, have little reaſon to quarrel at the 
unaccountableneſs of Tranſubflantiation. Good Aarice 
p.8.) Nor is it becoming one who tiles himſel£. 
a Proteflant, no more than it is conſiſtent with 
Truth, to extenuate our bring ſcandal'd at the ſeve- 
rity upon Proteſtants in France, bv affirming that he can 
parralell ſome of the ſeverſt paſſages in that Kingdom, 
out of the Actions of ſome Memb:rs of the Church of 
England in cool Blood, (ibid. p 7.) Andtho'I have all 
the kindneſs imaginable for Mr. Pex*s perſon ,: and: - 
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11gious principles, than as his avowed profeſſion ſelves unto, and be acceptable with the world, 


diſcovers him ; yet theſe and diverſe paſlages 
more of that kind , together with the acceſſion he 
muſt neceſſarily have had to the apprehenſion and 
impriſonment of Mr. Gray, &c. tor abandoning 
the Bencedifine Order ; arc things I can ncither recon- 
Cile to the title he aſſumes, nor to his many Diſ- 
courſes for Repcaling the Teft Laws. And to ſpeak 
trecly conſidering the Nature of our Laws againſt 
Papiſis, and that it was their manifold 'T reaſons, 
and only our care to preſerve ous: felves, that 
both gave the firſt riſe unto them, and has ne- 
cefhrated their continuance ; I know neither how 
to conſtrue that Afſertion of Mr, Pen's (Good Adv. 
p- 13+) that the Principle which the Church of En+ 
gland afts by, juſtifies the King of France and the Inquiji: 
zion; nor that other ( Letter firſt) ofthere having been 
eight times more Laws made for ruining men for their 
Conſcience, ſince the Church of England came tobe the 
National Eſtablishment,, than were all thetime that Pope: 
ry was in the Chair. Nor can this be deſigned to any 
other End, but the giving the Church of Rome the 
commendation of Keg and Moderation above 
a Proteſtant Church. For as *trs certain , that the one 
Law of burning and extirpating Hereticks, was a 
thouſand told worſe , and hath: produced infinitceiy 
more Sanguinary elke&s, than all the Laws arid 
Rigours that the Church of England can be charged 
with; ſotherc is nothing can be falſer , than that 
either her Principle or practice, do parralell or 
juſtify the barbarous and: brutal ſeyeritics of the 
Frinch King, and the Inquiſition; 

Moreover were all Proteftants agreed that Li- 
berty in meer matters of Religion Should be im- 
mediately granted in a Legal way; yet I do not 
ſee how the Papifts Should pretend to any benefit 
by it, or beable to lay a juit claimtoa $hare in it. 
So that the foundation which Mr. Pen goes upon, 
of mens having a Right to- be indulged in matters 
of Religion, is too narrow to ſupport the ſtru- 
Eture he raiſeth upon it. For tho? there may be 
{omethings retained in Popery , which may be 
called matters of Religion; yet in the bulk and 
complex of it, it 15a Conjuration againſt all Reli- 
gion , anda Conſpiracy againſt the Peace of So- 
cicties, and the Rights of Mankind. *Tis one of 
the Crimes as well as Miſerics of this'Age , that 
out of a dread of ſome, and in complacence to 
others, we have avoided repreſenting Popery in 
:ts native colours, and calling it by the Names 
properly due into it. But Ilhave alway's thought, 
that *ris better faile in our Courtshipto men, than 
:n our duty to God, and fidelity to the Interelt of 
Jeſus Chriit, and the ſafety of mankind. Nor do 
I doubt but that they will be better approved in 
the great day of account, who Character Perſons, 
DoGtines, and Prattices as the Scripture doth, 
than they , who that they may accomodate them- 


ſpeak of them in a ſofter ſtile, Now if either 
laſphemics againſt God , or I yrannies over men; 
if either the detacing the Ideas of a Deity , or cor- 
rupting the Principles of vertu, and moral Ho- 
neſty ; if either rhe ſubverting the foundations of 
natural Religion , or the overthrowing- the moſt 
eflential Articles of the Chriſtian Faith ; if either 
the moſt avowed and bold affronts offred to hea- 
ven, or the bloodicſt and moſt brutal oatrages 
executed againſt the beſt of men if all theſe be 
ſuficient to preclude a party from the benefit of 
Liberty due to people in Religious matters, I am 
ſure , none have reaſon to challeng it in behalf of 
the Popifts, nor cauſe to complain, if it be denied 
them. Can there be any thing more unreaſonable, 
than'that they Should claim a Toleration in a Pro- 
_— State, whoſe Principles not only allow , but 
oblige them to deſtroy us , as ſoon as their power 
inables them to doit? Is not the Doctrine of the 
Popes Supremacy , and his having a Right to Depoſe 
Kings , and abſolye SubjeQs from their Allegiance, 
together with that of breaking Faith to Hereticks; 
and the extirpating all thoſe who cannot beheve 
as the Church of Rome doth, mighty inducements 
to thoke whom they have baptized with that 
name, and to-whom they long to exerciſe that 
courteſie, for the Repealing of the Penal and Teft 
Laws againit Papiſts? Nor are theſe Principles 
falſely charged upon them, but they are the Ora- 
cular Decifions of their General Councils and 
Popes, whom they itile Infallible« So that Mr. 
Pen's Book and Letters, which ſeem to have been 
written not ſo much in favour of Diſlenting Proe 
teflanis , as of Roman Catholicks , can little advan- 
tage the latter, even allowing the Principle 
which he gocs upon, and admitting all he hath 
i4id for mens Right to Liberty in meer matters of 
Religion, to be unanſwerable. And his telling 
us (Good Adv, þ. 42.) that Violence and Tyranny are 
not natural conſequences of Popery , do's only diſcover 
his kindneſs to Rome, and the little Friendship 
and care he hath tor the Proteſtant Intereſt. For 
we know both the Principles of their Religion 
too well, and have at all times experienced , and 
do at this day feel the effe&s ofthem too ſenſibly, 
to be deluded by this kind of Sophiltry, and im« 
poſed upon by ſo palpable a Falſchood, to aban- 
don thc means of our ſafety. Whereſoever any 
Popish Rulers A&t with GentIneſs and Moderation 
towards thoſe whom their Church hath declared 
Hereticks; *tis either becauſe there are Political 
Reaſons for it, as might be ealily Shewed in re- 
ference to all thoſe States and Governments 
which he mentions, or becauſe there are ſome 
Princes of the Roman Communion z ab whom the 
Dictates of Hum-=->/0N, re preyalent 
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But $l021d the gentle Temper of the EnglishNa- 
tion , ſway them beyond the (trict obligations of 
duty , and make them willing to Repeal the Penal 
Lan's againſt Papiſts; yet to do it in their preſent 
Circumitances , and at ſuch a conjuncture as this , 
werethe higheſt aCt of folly in the world, and a be- 
traying both their own ſafety and that of their Rel1- 
vion. Had the Roman Catholicks forbore to atiu- 
me a liberty till it had been Ilcgally given them; they 
had been the more capable objects of ſuch a Grace; 
but to beltow it upon them after they have 1 con- 
tempt and defiance ofall our Laws taken it, 'twere 
to jultify their uſurpation , and approve their crime. 
Could they have been contented with the private 
practice of thcir worship, and the nonexaction of 
the penaltics to which our Statures make them lia. 
ble, without leaping into all offices ot I ruſt and 
Command , and invading our Seats of judicature , 
our Churches, and our Univerſities ; their mode- 
ſty might have wrought much upon the generoſity 
8& candor of all fort of Proteſtants ; bur their au- 
dacious wreſting all power into their hands, and 
their laying aſide all thoſe that have either any zeal 
for our Civil Rights or tor the Proteſtant Religion , 
is cnough to kindle our farther indiguation, in ſtcud - 
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of influencing us to thoughts of moderation & leni-. 


ty. And should we once begin to cancel our Laws, 
according tothe meaſure and proportion , that they 
hreak them and uſurp upon them , no man can tell - 
where that will terminate ; and they will be ſureto. 
turn it into an encouragement to further attempts. 
For having in compliance with their impudence , 
and to abſolye them from the guilt of their crimes: 
and Treaſons, abrogated the Laws againſt popery ; 
they will not faile in alittle while to hetake them- 
ſelycs tothe ſame Methods , for obtaining the abo- 
lition of all the Laws for Proteſtancy. *T'is but tor 
the Kingrodeclare , that he will have all his Sub» 
jects tobe of his own Religion and then by the Lo-- 
gick of the late Cant which he uſed in-his Speech to 
the Council at Windſor,that they who are not for bim are 
againſt bim;we muſt immediately cither turn papilts, 
or be put into the ſame liſt with them, & be thought 
worthy of the ſame Royal Diſpleaſure, which they 
are become obnoxious unto, who can not find it 
to be their duty and intereſt to deſtroy the Teſts. And. 
Mr. Pen's argument ofi being afraid of his Majeflies & 
the Papiſts Power , & yet to provokeit, ( Good Adv. 
hy will hold in thc one caſe as well as in the 
other. Nor dol ſee but that the court may improve 
21 other T opick ofhiCagainſt us ( ibid. p. 44. ) VIZ. 
that we weyeill Courtiers by ſetting him up, firſt to give 
him Roaſt meat, ard then to beat him wich the Spit , by 
refuſing to be oft his Religion. To whichT may add, 
hat the brutal $a ogphec a towards Prote- 
1 Eranc? and Piedmont, arc but 111 inducemecnts 
7 þ viſt. a Reformed Nation to give liberty 
, unded in the light of 


 terallowed them. And therefore if Mr. Pen and his 
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Nature, as wel! az an Oracle of Revyclation, that 
with what meaſure any do mete unto others y it shall be” 
meaſured to them again; and that whatſoever any would 
that te should do to them, they sheuld do ſoto us. Would 
the Papiſts once perſwade Catholick Rulers to give 
indulgence to thoſe of our Religion; it would be 
2n argument that they acted fincerely in their plea- 
ding againlt Penal Laws for matters of Religion ; 
and would mightily provaile upon all of the Re- * 
tormed Communion to Repeal ſuch ſtatues as are 
Enacted againſt them, But while they continue and 
increaſe thcir perſecution againſt us in all places ' 
where they have power ; Ido not ſee how they can 
realonably expect , that we $Should believe them 
ceitherto bc jult or honeſt, or to deſerve any mea- * 
ſure of lenity. Reprizalsare the only methods, whe- 
reby to bring them to peaccable and equal Terms. 
Had proteſtant Princes & States, given Papal Sove-_ 
raignes to underitand , that they would act upon the. 
ſame {quare that they do, andretaliate upon thoſe ' 
of the Romish Faith, whatſoever should be inflicted 
becauſe of Religion upon thoſe af ours; I have ' 
ground to think that the Clergy in France and Savoy g 
would have had, more diſcretion; than to have been. 
Inſtrumental in, ſtirring up the late perſecutions , &' 
of inſtigaring Rulers to ſuck unparralelled barbari- 
ties, *Tis nor many years fince a Prince in Germany' 
begun to treat proteſtants with an unjuſt feycrity , 
and to banish them his Countrey , contrary'to his 
word, and the (tipulation he had made with them;. 
but upon the Duke of Brandeburgs both threatning && 
beginning to do fo by the Roman Catholicks in his 
Dutchy ot C!eve,the other Prince immediately fore-' 
bare his rigour, and the Proteſtants had fair Quar-' 


Catholick. friends , inſtead of reproaching the 
Church of England of juſtifying by her principle the King 
of France and the Inquiſition, would prevaile for abo- 
Iishing the one and for puttingan end to perſecution.” 
by the other » they would thereby do more for. in- 
clining the Nations to ['olerate papiſts, than either 
by all their invidious Satyr's againſt the conformable 
Clergy, or by their Fouad. upon a Popish Mo-« 
narch and the Romish Church, In the mean time 
*tis moſt unreaſonable for them to demand or ex- 
pect, and unwiſe as well as unſeaſonable , for Bri- 
tish proteſtants to conſent to the abrogation of the 
Teſts, and the Repealing ofthe Penal Laws againſt, 
papiſts. Moreover tho? *tis poſſible that we might | 
detend our ſelves againſt the dangers that might en- | 
ſue upon it , had we a prince of our own Religion 
on the 1 arone, yet it would be to ſurrender our” 
lelvcs unto thcir power , and to expoſe our ſelves 
to their Diſcretion , Should we venture to do 
while a Papilt of his Majeſtics hamour hath the 
weilding ofthe Scepter. One of the main 2” 

ments , by which Mr. Pen would perſwa _: 
againltall apprehenſion of danger from the P. e 
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*n caſe the Teftand Penal Laws were abolished, is 
the inconſiderableneſs of ther number in compar1- 
ſon of Proteſtants, (Good Adv. p.49.) And yet it 
there be ſo many ill men in the Nation, as heinti- 
timates (Letter 3d. p. 12) who being ot no Religion, 
are ready upon.the motives of wordly intereſt, to 
take upon them the profeſſion ofany, were it not 
for fear of being at one time or an other called to 
an account: I do not ſee but that as the Papilts 
through having the King on their ſide, are already 
poſleſied of what he tiles the Artificial ſtrength of 
the Kingdom, why they may not in a Short while, 
were thoſe Laws once deſtroyed by which the 
Athciſtical and protane ſort of men are kept in aw*', 
come to obtain too much of the natural {trenth of 
it, and raiſe their number to a nearer equality to 
that of Proteſtants. And tho' they Should never 
multiply to any near proportion , yet we may eaſi- 
lyimagine, whata few hands may beable to do, 
when authorized by a popish Soveraign, and ſecon- 
ded by a welldiſciplined Army commanded by Ro- 
man Catholicks,could they once get to have a Share 
in the Legiſlation , and to be legally ſtated in all 
places of Truſt and Power, Wha need we had 
ofa legal ſecurity for our Religion , W' caſe of a pa« 
piſts coming to inherit the Crown, not only the 
late King who thorowly knew his Brothers temper 
and bigottry , but thoſe Loyal Zealots who with an 
unhappy vigour oppoſed the Bll of Excluſion,were 
ſenſible of; and therefore beſides all the ſecuriry 
which we have for our Religion by the Statutes in 
Force, they offered many other proviſions for its 
protection, and ſeveral of them very threatning to 
the Monarchy , which we might have had eſtabli- 
hed into Laws, if through our perſuite of the point 
of Excluſion , we had not been ſo improvident as 
to deſpiſe and reje&tthem, He that dares attempt 
fo much as he hath done , in oppoſition unto and de- 
fiance of all our Laws ;- what will he not have the 
confidence to undertake, and be in a condition to 
accomplish , if theſe obſtructions were out of his 
way, The penal Laws can not prejudice the Papiſts 
mthis Kings Reign, ſeeing he can connive at the 
non-executionof them ; and the Repeal of them 
now , can not benefit the Papilts when he is gone, 
becauſe if they do not be have themſelves modelltly, 
we can either reeſtablish them, or enact others 
which they will be as little tond of, But their abro- 


gation at this time , would infallibly prejudice us, 


and would prove tobe the pulling up of the Sluces 
and the throwing down the Dikes , which ſtemm 
-he deludg that is breaking in upon us, and which 
"\nder the threatning waves from overflowing us. 
And whereas Mr. Pen would obtrude upon weak 
and credulous men, that if theſe Laws were Repealed , 
the King is willing to pive us ether for our ſecurity,and that 
,* would only exchange the ſecurity , and not deſtroy it , 

titer 24 p.rr.) he muſtpardon us, if we do not 


eaſily believe him, after what we know of his Ma- 
jelties natural Genius, and Religious Bigottry , and 
after what we have ſeen and experienced in the 
—_ courſe of his pet bdys ns And if there be 
no other way of giving the King an opportunity of Keep= 
ing his word with the Church of Ele z in dS Fole a 
her and maintaining our Religion, but the Reyea- 
ling of the Penal and Tefts Laws as he intimates 
unto us (Good Adv. p. go.) we have not found the 
Royal Faith ſo ſacred and inviolable in other 
inſtances, asto rob our ſelves of a Legal defence 
and protection , for to depend upon the precarious 
one ofa bare promiſe, which his Ghoſtly Fathers , 
whenſoever they find it convenient, will tell him 
it was unlawful to make, and which he can have 
a Diſpenſation tor the breaking of, at what time he 
flzaſeth. Nor do we remember, that when he 
pledged his Fathunto us in ſo many promiſes , that 
the parting with our Laws was declared to be the 
condition upon which he made and undertook to 
perform them. Neither can any have the contidence 
to alledg it, without having recourſe to the Papal 
doctrine of Mental Reſervation, Which being one of 
the principles of that Order under whoſe conduct he 
is , makes us juſtly affray'd to rely upon his word 
without further ſecurity. However we do hereby ſee 
with what little {incerity My, Pen writes : and what 
ſmall regard he hath to his Majeſties honor, when 
he tells the Church of England , that if She pleaſe and 
like the Terms of giving up the Penal and Teft Laws 
againſt Papiſts , that then the King will perform his 
word with her (Good Adv. p, 17) but that otherway's, 
It is She who breaks with him, and not he with her. ( ibid, 


p44.) | 


Tho ſomething may be ſaid , forthe Repealing of 


all Penal Laws , in reference to every perſwaſion that 
is called Religion , how incongruouſly ſoever it may 
Claim that Name ; yet *tis inconſiſtent with the ſafe- 
ty ofall Civil Government, andaplain betraying of 
the Civil Liberties, as well as the eſtablished Reli- 
gion in great Byittainy not to allow the procluding 
thoſe from places of Truſt, of whoſe fidelity we can 
haveno aſſurance. And therefore as all that Mr. Pex 
hath alledged for abolishing the Teſts 15 miſerably 
filly ; ſo he hath thereby roo manifeſtly detected the 
ſmall regard he bears to the ſafety of the Kingdoms 
and the Proteſtant cauſe, not to be ſuſpected in every 
thing elle which he hath more plauſibly and reaſona- 
bly aſſerted. For as all Governments have an unque- 
ſtionable Right to uſe means whereby to preſerve 
themſelves; ſo 'tis not only lawful but expedient that 
they should have Tefts, by which it may beknown, 
who arefitto be truſted with the Legiſlative &Execue. 
tive power. Without this,no Conſtitution can ſublift, 
nor Subjects be 1n any wOrey __ it. N either co 
any Realons be advanced aoninatym©t...*'5> but 
what are of equal fo”__> Mines, o Oaths ofAlle- 


CRx- 
= 22-ws - 


a -- 


gan 


= pw” > «i Aa 4&4 © £A # as OG OPUS TY Wim PT” OT CU EP LI—"_ PORT” —_ 


- 04 © hw mw AY wy AY 2 9 apy By wb 


' , rj ou ww i» »=y My 


gong” 


giance , and promiſes of Fidelity from thoſe , whom 
the Government thinks meets to Employ. One 
mightthink , that My. Pen should allow 2s much to 
the Parliament of England, ashechallengeth to him- 
{elf in his Government of Penfiluania. For I find that 
pot only ſuch shall be precluded trom a share in the 
Government there, whoshall either be convited of ill 
Fame and un[ober Converſation , or who shall not acknow- 
ledg Teſs Chriſt to be the Son of God , and Saviour of the 
world , ( Chap. 24. of their Conſtitutions and Lars ) but 
that none 5hall be either choſen into Office,or ſo much as ad- 
mitted cv chuſe , but who ſolamnly declare and promiſe fi- 
delity to William Pen and hy Heirs: ( Chap. 57, ) This 
I take not only to be equivalent unto , butſomething 
more than our Tefts do amount unto, For whereas 
there may be ſeveral whom the Quakers may judg 
perſons of unſober Converſation ; who may be true to 
the Civil Intereſt of their Country, and willing to 
the utmoſt ot their pawer , to preſervethe peaceand 
promote the proſperity of it ; we haveno ground to 
believe thelike of Paprifis in relation to the welfare 
and ſafety of a Proteſtant State. And thatnot only 
becauſe they acknowledg a forraign Juriſdiction in- 
conſiſtent with and paramount to ours; but becauſe 
they are obliged by the principles of their Religion, 
whenloevyer they find themſelves able, to deſtroy and. 
Extirpateus. I'm ſure that the Morives which in 73, 
and 78 enforced to the Enacting of the Teft Laws, do 
at this ſeaſon plead more efftectually for the conti- 
nucing them. Nor had we ſo much cauſe then of 
being afraid of Popery , or tobe apprehenſive of ha- 
ving our Religion overturned by Papiſts,which were 
the Inducemen:s to the making of thoſe Laws , as 
we haveground to dread it at this time, and to be 
jealows of it under the preſent conjuncture. And the 
more that the R»man Catholicks, and their Advocates, 
preſsto have theſe Laws abolished, the more fear 
they excite in us of their deſign , if they knew how ro 
effe& it, and make us the more reſolved to hazard 
all we have to maintain them. For as no Papilt is 
prejudiced by them in his perſon or property; ſo they 
are the moſt innocent and moderate ſecurity we can 
have for the prelervation of our ſelves and of ourRe- 
ligion. Nor could any thing juſtify the Wiſdom ot - 
the Nation in being without them ſo long, but that 
we were not till then ſuſpitious of the Religion , of 
the Regnant Prince, nor apprehenſive before of the 
miſfortune of having a Popith ſucceſior. And whe- 
reas Mr. Pentellsus, that it were ridiculous to talk ef 
giving laherty of Conſcience , and at the ſame time imagine 
that the Tefts ought to be contirued : ( Good Adv. þ. 59, ) 
We may not only reply , that Liberty of Conſcience 
has no Relation to mens being admitted unto Civil 
Toy ;;Surthar the ſame is practiced in ſeveral ſta- 
ne 7 aments both Popish and Proteſtant, 


in F [van : 
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wouchſayed ro men in mattersof Religion both is 
Holland, and in diverſe proteſtant States in Germa. 
ny, withouttheir being capable of Claiming a ſhare 
in the Magiſtracy ; ſo tho' the Proteſtant Religion be 
tolerated in Collen, yetit is with a precluſion of all of 
that Religion trom Authority. W hatſoever elſe My. 
Pen ſay's upon this head, is to deſpicably weak that 
as [ neither judg it worthy to be taken notice of, nor 
have Room to do it; ſol am confident that be his 
Religion what it will, which by reafon of his late 
Papers [ have more Reaſon to fuſpe than ever, he 
writes as much againſt his conſcience and judgment, 
as againſt the Pattern and example which he hath ſett 
us in Penſilvania. E 
I confeſs the Difſenters, are under more tempta 

tions, than other Proteſtants, to with for, and to 
endeavour the abrogation of the Penal Laws. And as 
this makes them to be the more particularly applied 
unto by the Court tor the promoting of it ; ſo it ren= 
ders them the more liable to be influenced by Dit 
courſes of the nature and complexion that Mr. Pen's 
areof, But | hopethey will conlider, that the pre- 
ſervation of the Proteſtant Religion to themſePyes, 
their poſterity, andthe Kingdom ; is more yalug- 
ble than a little temporal eaſe, and which they onl 


| hold by the precarious tenure of the Kings. word. 


Surely they can not be ſo infatuated as to think that 
the Papiſts love them, or that they will truſt them 
any longer , than they have occaſion to ulethem, I 
would thiuk , that it should both make them bluſh 
to find themſelves cupled with Roman Catholiks 
in courts and Employments, while their follow 
Proteſtants are shut out , and make them jealous 
that they are only made ule of for ſome miſchievous 
and finiſtruous end. Thev can never hope to lay 
ſuch a merit upon the Court , as the Chnrch of 
England hath done ; and her reward may fore. 
warn them what they are to expect, when they 
have done the job that is allotted for them. 
His Majeſties fancerity in giving liberty to Difſenting 
proteſtants, may be eaſily gueſled at, by his ordering 
26, poor Scotts Diſſenters to be ſent to thg, Barbados for 
ſlaves 3 and this both ſince the fmiF of his firs 
Proclamation for « Toleration , and without the having 
any thing objeRed to them, but what concerned their 
Conſciences in matters of Religion. The Terms upon 
which Phanaticks arcto enjoy his Majeſties fayour and 
how long they are to expect the continuance of that 
mighty Grace , we have declared by himſelf, as they 
ſtand recorded in my Lord Melfort's Letter to the Pres- 
bytrian Miniſters in Scotland. Namely that he intends t0- 
continue their liberty , if he have ſutable encouragement and 
concurrence from them in their Doftrine and praftice , and if 
they concurr with him in removing of the penal laws, This 
is the Task that they are indulged agd preferred for, 
and 'tisz wonder they do not foreſee that their deſtiny 
will be one and the ſame, in-caſe: they have once-. 
dene it, as if they do it not. This is the Fountain of all; 


'3at 
while ago' ſaid on the Bench, 5hew me Fanatick, and 1 


his Majeſtic friend{hip to them ; and the glorious 5ſ- 
ſertion of its having been alway's his principie that 
Conſcience oueht not t0 7 conflrained , and that none ought 
z0 be perſecuted for meer matters of Religion , is at laſt 


dwindled into this , that he will give them liberty ſo 


long as they will concurr and cooperate with him in his 
introducing « f popery, and till they have defſtroyedthe 
Laws'by which our own Religion is fenced about and 
defended. - Certainly 'tis high time to conſider , what 
this is which is exacted of them , and ;:what hazard 
they not only expoſe the Nation andthe Goſpel unto, but 
what guilt they derive upon themſelves if they undertake 
and purſue it. Nor can they promote the repealing of 
the Penal. Laws againſt Papiſts, and the Te Statues; with- 
out running themſelves under the guilt of perjury , and 
the making themſelyes chargeable before God, with all 
the blood that was Shed in the war between King Charles 
the firſt and the Parliament. For anone of the Articles 
of the ſolemn. League and covenart , was to endeavour to 
extirpate popery ; ſo the countenance and incourage- 
ment which that Prince gave to Papiſts, was a main 1n- 
gredient in the State of the Quarrel for which they drew 
Their ſwords againſt him, and in the aſſertion whereof 
4o many thouſands loſt their lives. Can they now be 
willing to a& in direct oppoſition to that Covenant which 
rather than readunce and diſclaim the obligatory force 
of , many of them have ſuffered ſo much ? or would 


they havethe guilt of all the blood lye upon them which 


was shed inthe former long and fatal war ? I'm perſwa- 
ded that many, whoare moſt foreward, to perſue the 
abrogation of the Teſts and penal Laws againſt Papiſts, 
never gave themſelyes leaye to think what they are hur- 
ried unto. Mr.Pentels them ; he will begg them for fools, 
zf they do it not (Good Adv. p. 54.) andI darc take upon 
"me to ſay , that they are moſt execrable knaves and 
'villaines, if they doit. Is it poſſible they should be fo 
deprived of al underſtanding, as not to perceive them- 
ſelves meerly trick't upon ', and made uſe of for Tools 
'to promote a deſign which others. have the wiſdom and 
ity not tobe Inſtrumental in; when Jeffries who a 


will ghew 208 & kneve, and that 'twas impoſſible to be a Fane- 
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tick and not 10 be 4 Relel; should now careſs them as his 
Majeſties beſt and moſt Loyal Subjects, and tell them upon 
their being advance to Offices, that he is glade to find honeft 
wen come to be employed, which was the complement helate- 
ly beſtowed upon Sr Jobn Shorter. *Tis likely they may be 
told,that if they will fall in with thePapiſts for deſtroying 
theChurch of England, that they shall be ſecured from the 
Reſentments of the next Heiy , by having the Monarchy 
made diflolyable into a Republick upon his Majeſties 
death. And this would ſeem to be what My. Pex intends, 
when the tells us , that ſuch a Bargain will be. driven with 
the Kingdom , as will make the Church of England think that 
half a loaf had been better than no bread ; (good Adv. þp. 43.) 
end that one year-wiill chow the trick , . «nd mightily deceive 
her, and the opportunity of her bein | nk loſt, and an 
other bargain driven mightily to berdiſe vantage. ibid. þ. 42.) 
But as it will be impoſſible for Papiſts and Diffenters , 


should they conſpire together, to be able to effe& it, 


conſidering the intereſt which her integrity in the pro- 
teſtant Religion, and her tenderneſs for the Rights and 
Liberties of the Kingdoms , have juſtly acquired unto 

her; ſoit were both the moſt foolish as well as criminal 
thing , which any pretending themſelyes Proteſtants can 
be guilty of, to be in any meaſure accefſory unto it. For 
as there is nothing in reference to their own Religious 
liberties , and the priviledges of the Nation , which 
they may not undoubtedly expe , from her juſtice as 
well as trom her mercy and moderation ; ſo there is no 
means left within our yieu , either to giye a laſtin 


Peace anda firm ſettlement to three diſtraked Kingdoms, * 


or to bring the Proteſtant intercſt into ſuch a condition . 
as may ballance the Papal grandure in Europe, and give 
check to the rage of perſecution in all places , but her 
happy advancement to the Thrones of great Brittain and 
Ireland, when it $hall pleaſe God to remoye his Majeſty, 
Untill which time , Ihope all who call themſelves Pro- 
teſtants, will ſubmit to the worſt of fate,. rather than ' 
to fall under thecurſe of this Age, and ignomioy with 

all thatshall come after , for becoming an united party | 
with the Church of Rome, in any of herdefignes how 
plauſible ſoeyer they may appear. WG | 


